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Gwendolyn Reese, middle, was the President’s Award for
Community Leadership 2018 recipient at the 50th anniversary celebration
of the Pinellas County Opportunity Council. She’s seen here with
Senator Darryl Rouson and POC Executive Director Carolyn King.

Honoring veterans

POC: 50 years and
standing strong
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer
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ST. PETERSBURG – The
Pinellas Opportunity Council,
Inc. (POC) celebrated 50 years
of serving the community at
their fifth annual Community
Awareness event Oct. 26. The
Hilton Carillon ballroom was
packed with partners, friends
and volunteers who have supported the continued funding
and execution of POC services.
January 8, 2014, marked the
50th anniversary of President
Lyndon B. Johnson’s State of the
Union address calling on the nation to launch an “unconditional
war on poverty.” This war put in
place an essential social safety
net that has helped keep mil-

lions of people out of poverty.
The safety net included
many vital programs such as Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, Head Start, Pell Grants and
nutrition assistance. While millions of people have been kept
out of poverty, there is much
more to do to move into the middle class.
POC Executive Director Carolyn King gave a brief history of
the organization, stating that
in1964 when the Economic Opportunity Act passed, it brought
Community Action Agencies
(CAA) into existence. Suncoast
Progress, Inc. serviced several
counties in the Bay area. However, in 1968, Pinellas County decided they wanted a CAA for
themselves and POC was born.

Pastor Ricardo Welch
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

was an activist, author and civil
rights leader in St. Pete where he
challenged Jim Crow segregation policies. During the struggle
for civil rights, Rev. Davis
worked to end busing and
school segregation, employee
discrimination, fought to win voting rights for blacks, open the
city’s beaches and public pools to
the black community and led his
share of sit-ins at lunch counters
and theaters.
Under Rev. Davis’ leadership,
an Educational Wing was added;

ST. PETERSBURG – The City
of St. Petersburg was incorporated
on Feb. 29, 1892, when it had a population of some 300 people. Eight
years later, 14th Street Church of
God in Christ was established.
“For 100 years, he has been our
helper
through
oppressive,
through depressive, through civil
rights and uncivil rights, he has
been right there,” said Prayer
Tower Church of God in Christ
Senior Pastor Ricardo Welch.
In 1918, Elder Frank and Sister
Matilda Harris, their two children,
Edna and Clinton Harris, Brother
and Sister Tom Wheeler and Deacon and Sister Wiggins purchased
a small plot of land on the corner of
14th Street and Fourth Avenue
South. Working along with the
founders was Mother Eguenia Gibson, her husband Amos and
daughter Georgia.
This group of faithful individuals proceeded to build a little
wooden church. Throughout the
process, Elder Frank Harris
passed away, but the work was carried on by the remaining faithful.
Throughout the years, 14th
Street Church of God in Christ continued to grow and prosper under
the auspices of such men of God as
Elders Barr, Smith, Nettles and
Bishop E.V. Johnson, who under
his pasturage the old wooden
church was renovated.
In 1964, Bishop Johnson appointed Elder Clarence Welch as
pastor, who was led by the Lord to
change the name to Prayer Tower
Church of God in Christ. Not only
was Elder Welch the spiritual
leader of the church for 49 years,
he was also a leader in the community.
Elder Welch left a long list of accomplishments and accolades
when he shut his eyes for the last
time. He served on the boards of
the YMCA and the Hospice of the
Florida Suncoast. He was on the
Pinellas Technical College advisory council and worked closely
with the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance and Congregations
United.
He was a co-founder of the
YMCA’s Neighbor-to-Neighbor
program, which adopts needy families for Christmas, and he even
wrote a children’s book called “My
Friend the Lizard,” its proceeds

See BETHEL, page 9

See 100 YEARS, page 4

POC was incorporated on
Sept. 12, 1968, and their mission
is to help alleviate conditions of
poverty, revitalize local communities and promote self-sufficiency by mobilizing resources
to develop and implement programs that deliver an array of
services to address various individual, family and community
needs.
St. Petersburg Mayor Rick
Kriseman was on hand to help
celebrate POC’s golden anniversary.
“It’s a privilege to get to celebrate with colleagues like the
POC who help us do such important work for our constituents working with us on the
front lines in our fight to end
See POC, page 12

Healthy St. Pete

A legacy of community service for 95 years
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BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Bethel
Community Baptist Church celebrated their 95th anniversary
Sunday, Oct. 28 with featured
speaker Apostle J. L. Cashe
along with his praise team from
Orlando.
The Roaring Twenties
opened the door to the Harlem
Renaissance and also the proliferation of black churches, especially in the Deep South.
In 1923, Baptist churches
such as the Georgia Baptist
Church in St. Pete were opening
their doors not only for worship
but also for galvanizing the black
community spiritually and for future social change.
Well, door is a bit of an exaggeration, services for Georgia
Baptist Church were held in a
tent located on Fifteen Street and
Pinellas Lane. A council was
summoned to give the church
official sanction.
Later that same year, the
named was changed to Second
Bethel Baptist Church under the
leadership of council members
W.H. Pelham, L.A. Berry and

George Griffin. Rev. L.M. Martin
served as the first pastor from
1923-25, and under his direction,
a building was erected at Fifth
Avenue an Sixteenth Street.
From 1925-26 Rev. John
Henry Lewis served as pastor
followed by Rev. D.M. Brooks
from 1926-30.
In 1932, Rev. Enoch D. Davis
took over the reins as senior pastor, changing the name of the
church to Bethel Community
Baptist Church, where he remained as pastor for 52 years.
During his tenure, Rev. Davis
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Will blackface ever die?

FRONT AND CENTER
BY JENNIFER GAMBLETHEARD, M.ED.
ASALH Historian

It seems that blackface
has a way of finding its way
back into our collective
minds. Every Halloween
we are reminded of its persistence to linger on and remind us of a repulsive form
of denigrated interpretations of African Americans.
Just in case you don’t
remember, or if you may
not really be aware of exactly what blackface is and
the significance of its point
in history, then I’ll give you
a few details.
Racist black stereotypes originated in the
white man’s characterization of plantation slaves and
free blacks during the era
of minstrel shows (18301890). The minstrel show
was a type of entertainment
that included imitating
black music, dance and
speaking in plantation dialect.
The shows featured
various jokes, songs,
dances and skits that were
based on the ugliest stereotypes of slaves. For about
50 years, minstrel shows
were the most popular
form of entertainment in
America.
The caricatures of
black people took such a
strong hold on the American imagination that audiences expected any person
with dark skin, no matter
what their background, to
conform to many of the
presented stereotypes.
Those forms of exaggerated stereotypes and
images were exported
worldwide and gave people
in other countries a distorted view of black Americans.
The various black
stereotype staples played
by white men in the minstrel shows included “Jim
Crow,” a character who
sang and danced. “Zip
Coon,” a character who

made a mockery of free
blacks by dressing up ostentatiously and speaking
with mixed up word
arrangements that undermined his attempts to appear dignified.
Other stereotypes that
prevailed in minstrel shows
were the “mammy,” who
was a favorite along with
the gentle Uncle Tom.
Then there was the large
menacing black man figure,
“Buck,” who was always interested in white women.
The black buxom
Jezebel type whose aim
was to tempt men, the mulatto women who tried to
pass for white until discovered that she was black and
lastly the pickaninny children with bulging eyes, unkempt hair and mouths
stuffed with watermelon.
Blackface was and is
the practice of non-black
people darkening their skin
and using a form of dialect
to deliberately attempt to
impersonate black people.
White performers in the
minstrel shows painted or
colored their faces black
and exaggerated their lips
with either red or white
paint.
The makeup was a deliberate attempt to represent black people in an
outlandish manner along
with malapropisms, awkward movements and garnished style clothing.
Even when black performers were highly skilled
in music, song and dance,
white audiences in the 19th
century would not accept
the black entertainers on
stage unless they performed
in
blackface
makeup.
White people made a
rule in entertainment that
dark-skinned people could
only be entertainers in
front of white people if they
painted their faces black
and acted silly. Although
black people knew the
laughter was at their expense, they were not able

to throw off the put-down
aggressions of that time.
In the words of Frederick Douglass, “The blackface minstrels were the
filthy scum of white society,
who have stolen from us a
complexion denied them
by nature, in which to
make money and pander to
the corrupt taste of their
white fellow citizens.”
Douglass’ ideas also
drew attention to the extreme capitalist ambitions
that surrounded blackface.
As literature, arts and
entertainment began to develop about black people
during and after slavery,
whites who had limited,
distorted or hateful views
of blacks began to influence the industries that
would depict black people
in negative ways for years
to come.
By means of caricature
forms and cartoonish type
figures, black people were
openly ridiculed with antiblack stereotypes well into
the 1950s. No matter how
hilarious blackface entertainment productions may
have been in the 20th century—such as “Amos ‘n’
Andy”—it was still a form
of ridicule of black life and
culture.
With the advent of film
and eventually television,
there were several beloved
famous black actors whose
personas were derived
from racist blackface
stereotypes. They had little
choice of the roles they
were offered.
A few of the talented
black actors who were relegated to stereotypical acting roles include the
well-spoken
intelligent
actor Lincoln Theodore
Monroe Andrew Perry
who portrayed Stepin
Fetchit, the laziest human
being in the world.
Bill “Bojangles” Robinson was viewed as the perfect Uncle Tom type
because of his cheerful,
shameless and subservient

White actor Al Jolson
in blackface
makeup in the movie
“The Jazz Singer”
disposition type of roles he
played in white films (he
demanded respect and received it outside of his
movie roles).
Even the “Little Rascals” and “Our Gang” characters of Buckwheat
(William Thomas Jr.) and
Farina (Allen Clayton
Hoskins) were cast as
stereotypical pickaninnies.
The persistence of
blackface continues today
in some form. For example,
the concept of blackface is
seen in cross-dressing
movies in which an actor
portrays an opposite-sex
character as seen in Tyler
Perry’s “Madea” films.
Perhaps Perry, who announced he is retiring the
character, has come to realize that he really doesn’t
need to perpetuate the continuation of his blackface female character, which
portrays a distortion of an
older black woman.
Cultural appropriation
is defined as a dominant
culture using parts, elements or features such as
language
expressions,
music, dress, etc. of a minority culture for its advantage while making the
minority culture feel used
and ridiculed. Certain actions that have been
adopted from AfricanAmerican culture have
been a much-debated topic

Advertisement from William H West’s 1899
Minstrel Show
of concern.
Noted and highly paid
media personality Megan
Kelly recently lost her
multi-million dollar job because she didn’t seem to acknowledge
that
the
blackface concept really existed or that it made any difference in the sensitivities
of African Americans.
Earlier this year, the
blackface
controversy
reared its ugly head in the
world of rap. Pusha-T
posted a photo of Drake in
blackface.
Drake
responded:
“This picture is from 2007,
a time in my life where I
was an actor and I was
working on a project that
was about young black actors struggling to get roles,
being stereotyped and
typecast,” he wrote. “The
photos represented how
African Americans were
once wrongfully portrayed
in entertainment.”
The point of the blackface matter is that because
of the presence of power
imbalances
that
are
byproducts of colonialism
and oppression; cultural ap-

propriation can be considered harmful and disrespectful when used outside
of the way African Americans intended and can
alienate blacks by ignoring
them socially and limiting
their continued artistic expressions.
Blackface is a perfect
example of African Americans going about their daily
lives and how the dominant
culture comes along and
capitalizes on the black
complexion, dialect, expressions, style, music,
dance or food.
Since we are a resilient
people, we continue to
prosper in different ways of
our own choices. As we
know the history of who we
are, we will control what we
can, when we can, where
we can and how we can,
but there are actions that
we won’t tolerate anymore.
Especially blackface!
Jennifer
GambleTheard, M.Ed. is a retired
Pinellas County educator in
the study of history and language. She is also the historian for the St. Petersburg
Branch of ASALH.
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McCabe United Methodist Church honoring veterans this Sunday
BY KARIN DAVIS-THOMPSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
When Mildred Kennedy’s
granddaughter,
Aiyanna
Fitzgerald, decided to enlist in
the military, she said she
couldn’t have been more
proud of her.
“She chose to follow in her
brother’s footsteps and join
the military,” Kennedy said.
“She wanted to travel and later
go to school with the education benefits the military offered.”
A graduate of Pinellas
Park High School, Fitzgerald
is the youngest of three of
Kennedy’s grandchildren to
join the military. Kennedy also
has two grandsons who are
veterans, one, Devin, from the
United States Army and the
other, Alvin, from the Air
Force.
Fitzgerald is currently a
Lieutenant in the United
States Navy and was recently
promoted from the rank of
Lieutenant Junior Grade 2.
She has been in the military

for 12 years, including eight
years in the Army National
Guard.
She is currently an Industrial Hygienist stationed in San
Diego. Fitzgerald, 32, will
move to her new duty station
in Bahrain, a nation comprising more than 30 islands in
the Arabian Gulf, sometime
next year.
In honor of her grandchildren and other members of
the military, Kennedy plans a
Veterans Day program each
year at her church, McCabe
United Methodist Church.
This year, the celebration will
be a part of McCabe’s 113th
church anniversary on Sunday, Nov. 11.
Kennedy said the idea to
honor veterans and those currently serving was something
God laid on her heart.
“With so many of my own
family members choosing to
go into the military and we
had so many veterans at our
church, I just wanted to do
something to honor them,”
she said. “They are all true heroes.”

Along with her grandchildren, Kennedy has two sonsin-law who also served in the
military. She said she prays
often for her family and sent
her grandson care packages
while he was deployed in
Afghanistan.
“Members of the military
have always been close to my
heart,” stated Kennedy. “I just
have so much respect and
compassion for them and for
their families.”
She said her desire to recognize men and women in the
armed forces was also fueled
by information she would receive from the Wounded Warriors Project, a charity she
would donate to from time-totime. Wounded Warriors is a
not-for-profit organization that
provides assistance to veterans and service members
who have suffered some sort
of injury while serving.
Kennedy first coordinated
the service in 2010, and it has
now become an annual tradition. During the service, the
congregation also offers up a
prayer for wounded warriors

Visionary
Brief

as well.
“We honor McCabe’s military veterans, veterans visiting our church for the day, as
well as those military members who are currently serving in various branches of the
armed forces,” she said.
Kennedy also said she
hopes that everyone will take
a moment to think about the
service and sacrifice of the
men and women in the armed
forces on Veterans Day.
“I just ask that we all take
a minute to pray for our veterans, wounded warriors and
those serving right now,” she
said. “My heart just goes out
to them and their families
too.”
If you would like to join
McCabe United Methodist
Church in honoring veterans
and current members of the
military, you can attend their
service on Sunday, Nov. 11 at
2800 26th Ave. S. The service
begins at 11 a.m.
To reach Karin DavisThompson, email KDavisThompson@theweeklychalleng
er.com

Lieutenant Aiyanna Fitzgerald was
recently promoted from the rank
of Lieutenant Junior Grade 2

Stacy Abrams finished in second place
in the George governor’s race. She
refused to concede in the wee hours
of Wednesday morning, predicting that
absentee ballots would grant her
enough to trigger a runoff.

by Keisha Bell, Esq.

She faced voter suppression
An interesting thing
happens when strong,
highly qualified minority
candidates are on voting
ballots. More likely than
not, their experience as
political candidates are
met with institutional nuisances that so many optimistically believe have
been conquered. Voter
suppression is one of
them.
Voter suppression is a
strategy to influence the
outcome of an election by
discouraging or preventing people from exercising their right to vote.
Frequently, people relate
this to the 1960s and visualizations of white sheets,

cross burnings, baton
strikes and dog bites.
Historically, however,
southern
Democrats
worked to weaken the
black political structure
as far back as the late
1870s through practices
of violence and intimidation. These examples of
voter suppression are
similar to, albeit not the
same as, the reported allegations in Georgia that
Democrat Stacey Abrams
faced against her Republican challenger during her
campaign run in becoming the nation’s first
African-American woman
governor.
In the 1870s, bribing

CONNECT WITH US!

African-American men to
vote for his landlord’s candidates was also a practice
commonly used. AfricanAmerican men gained the
right to vote in 1870 via
the 15th Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, 50
years before the 19th
Amendment
afforded
women the right to vote.
Progress has been
made in the political
arena; however, recentday institutionalized problems exist, often showing
itself in Republican leadership. Even some members of the Republican
Party, however, are not
happy about this display
and are voting across

party lines.
Political labels can
shift, rectifying oppressive practices. This will
lead to quality and diverse
representation that is advantageous to everyone.
At times, it has become easier to blame the
underprivileged victim for
not voting instead of challenging a system that was
never created for that outcome. During a town hall
meeting last week, Oprah
Winfrey asked Abrams
why she thought people
do not vote. Her response
was simple.
“It’s not apathy,” she
said, “I hate when people
say that. It’s because peo-

ple do not understand
how the dots are connected.”
Abrams understands
how the dots are connected. In facing voter
suppression, her strategy
was clear and she made it
known to all who listened
— overwhelm the system
with votes. During a time
when people want strong
elected representation
that prioritizes people
over profit, people came
from both near and far to
help
Abrams
and
Florida’s Andrew Gillum
in the quests for governor.
Their appeal crossed
political, racial, gender,

cultural, sexual orientation, socio-economic, and
religious lines. Both
young and old not only
voted for them but also
donated and volunteered
for their campaigns.
Soon, a new election
cycle will gear up. People
will continue to be inspired to make their communities better. Voter
suppression will continue
to lurk until its face is
truly eradicated. She
faced it. He faced it. Be
mindful as you connect
the dots.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and public servant. www.emergingfree.com
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On the
Scene
with Faye
BY FAYE TIPPY

SPC STEM Festival: The future is now
ST. PETERSBURG —
I will tell you right now
that I am not a techie, but
I try to stay abreast. You
get too far behind with
technology, and you become afraid of it. I don’t
do scared, but I am curious. Especially when I
find out about careers that
our children have never
heard of that fits their interests and are high paying.
Held both indoors
and outdoors at the St. Petersburg College (SPC)
Clearwater campus, the
premiere STEM Festival
event was sponsored by
SPC, Pinellas County
Schools K-12 STEM Department and the First
Lego League.
In its third year, the
festival drew close to
1,000 people for a day science and technology, food
and fun. The entire family
was able to experience
first-hand exploratory activities within the STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) field.
Everything was there:
Drones, artificial intelligence, robotics, air flight

simulations, science activity rooms, a rock climb
challenge and marine activities. Information was
also available on engineering, mechatronics, biology, health, computer
information technology
and veterinary technology.
The
First
Lego
League Challenge had robotics
demonstration
going on. First League is
a collaboration between
FIRST (For Inspiration
and Recognition of Science and Technology)
and the LEGO Group.
FIRST is considered
to be one of the foremost
STEM engagement programs in the country.
Founded in 1989, it was
founded to inspire young
people’s
interest
in
STEM. It encourages students to pursue education
and career opportunities
in science, technology, engineering and math while
building self-confidence,
knowledge and life skills.
STEM Festival Project
Director Kay Morgan is
the student support manager at the Midtown Campus. Her goal is to create

interest and awareness in
“engaging, age-appropriate, imaginative STEM
opportunities.”
Lori Craig, grant project manager, Mechatronics
Engineering
Technology is encouraging those interested in a
STEM career to check
out the Mechatronics, a
multi-skilled field that
combines
computers,
electronics and robotics.
Offered by the Workforce
Institute at SPC, the free
program it is a hybrid
course with online classes
and labs on site.
The 30-hour course
uses state-of-the-art equipment and hands-on lab activities to teach you about
robotics, pneumatics, motors and controls, automation and sensors and
programmable logic controllers. Compensation in
the field is lucrative, and
the outlook for employment is very promising.
First-grader Cameron
and his mother Felisha
Handy completely enjoyed the festival. His favorites included the rock
climbing station and the
robotics display.

A church on the move for God
From 100 YEARS, front page

going to buy hearing aids
for children.
Eminent domain once
again struck St. Pete’s
black community and it
was necessary for Prayer
Tower along with the rest
of the residents, businesses, school and other
places of worship in the
Gas Plant area to relocate
throughout the city to
make way for the baseball
stadium.
On March 25, 1984,
dedication services were
held at the newly constructed Prayer Tower located at 1135 37th St. S.
After Elder Clarence
Welch’s passing on Feb. 9,
2013, his son, Pastor Welch
succeeded him as senior
pastor on June 23, 2013.
Pastor Welch strives to
reach as many souls as humanly possible through the
gospel of Jesus Christ with
love, sharing and caring.
“My heart for the
church from this day forward is that we keep our
thoughts on kingdom
building, kingdom business and be kingdom
minded. If we do these
things, it will demonstrate
our commitment to God,”
he wrote.
Prayer Tower is com-

prised of a sanctuary
equipped with classrooms,
a nursery, library, dining facility, computer room,
chapel, counseling/respite
care center and the Flagmom and Gussie Welch
Fellowship Hall, which rest
upon 2.94 acres.
More important than
the physical accomplishments is the fact that souls
have been and are still
being saved and dedicated
to God’s work. Prayer
Tower represents the oldest Pentecostal Church in
the Tampa Bay area and is
the Mother Church for the
Church of God in Christ in
St. Pete.
After the Centennial
Choir got the room’s blood
flowing, Mother Alice Simmons read a scripture from
the Old Testament, Supt.
B.O. Walker read from the
New Testament; the
avowal of visitors was given
by Mother Mattie Skinner,
and Deacon Dwyanne
Brown gave the occasion.
Spending his childhood
in the church on 14th
Street, Pastor Welch took
the church down memory
lane.
“Let me tell you about
that old church on 14th.
When you came up the

front steps, you almost
thought you were walking
backwards because the
church sat on a hill. You
had to lean forward to go
up,” he said to a room full
of laughter.
He recalled people getting splinters on the
wooden benches if they
didn’t deploy the use of a
cushion, and he mentioned
people’s heels might go
through the wooden floor if
they stomped a little too
hard.
When it rained, Pastor
Welch remembers enlisting the services of buckets
because “you could see the
heavens” through the roof.
“They use to raise an
offering on Sunday that
came up to $1.50, and the
light bill was $1.75. They
had to get an extension on
25 cents,” he laughed.
“Look where God has
brought us!”
Guest speaker Bishop
Jimmie Williams, Jurisdictional Prelate for the
Florida Eastern Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of the
Church of God in Christ
spent the remainder of the
evening preaching and
healing the infirmed.
Congratulations on 100
years of serving the Lord!

“This was a great opportunity for my son to
see peers building and
working together as a
team,” said Handy. “One
of the most precious moments was watching his
eyes light up when I
asked him if he would like
a robotics kit.”
Morgan said next
June, the college will offer
a four-week summer
camp program called
Summer of Excellence for
students in grades 8-11.
“Early exposure to
STEM careers is the first
step in leading to higher
wage earners. Some of
these careers don’t even
require four years of college,” said Morgan,
adding that she envisions
adding arts to the offering, making it a STEAM
course.
The future is now.
Early exposure is vital.
SPC received a Department of Economic
Opportunity Job Growth
Grant from the state of
Florida to provide Mechatronics Electromechanical
Technician
Training. An informational and assessment

session will be held Dec.
1 from 9-1:30 p.m. at the
Downtown campus, 460
244 2nd Ave. N, in room
460.
The hybrid classes
will begin in Jan.
2019. For questions or
concern, contact Lori

Craig at Craig.Lori@spcollege.edu or (727) 7912505.
For more information
about STEM Festival,
contact Kay Morgan at
Morgan.Kay@spcollege.e
du (727) 398-8225.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Give your money a raise
Make your money work harder by earning higher interest rates.
Talk to a banker for more details. Offer expires November 16, 2018.
Platinum Savings Account

Fixed Rate CD

1.70%

2.30%

Annual Percentage Yield for 12 months1

Annual Percentage Yield for 11 months2

Enjoy a special interest rate for 12 months with new money
deposits of at least $25,000 and a minimum daily account
balance of $25,000 or more.

Guaranteed fixed rate with new money deposits of at least
$25,000 for an 11-month term.

Both accounts are FDIC-insured up to the maximum allowable limit. Platinum Savings offer available in CT, FL and NY.
Fixed Rate CD offer available in CT, FL, NY and WA.
Portfolio by Wells Fargo® customers are eligible to receive an additional interest rate bonus on these accounts.3
1. To qualify for this offer, you must have a new or existing Platinum Savings account and enroll the account in this offer between 10/15/2018 and 11/16/2018. This offer is subject to change at any time, without notice. This offer is
available only to Platinum Savings customers in the following states: CT, FL and NY. In order to earn the Special Interest Rate of 1.69% (Special Rate), you must deposit $25,000 in new money (from sources outside of Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A., or its affiliates) to the enrolled savings account and maintain a minimum daily account balance of $25,000 throughout the term of this offer. The corresponding Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for this offer is 1.70%. The Special Rate
will be applied to the enrolled savings account for a period of 12 months, starting on the date the account is enrolled in the offer. However, for any day during that 12-month period that the daily account balance is less than the $25,000
minimum, the Special Rate will not apply and the interest rate will revert to the standard interest rate applicable to your Platinum Savings account. As of 09/18/2018, the standard interest rate and APY for a Platinum Savings account in
CT, FL and NY with an account balance of $0.01 to $99,999.99 is 0.03% (0.03% APY) and with an account balance of $100,000 and above is 0.05% (0.05% APY). Each tier shown reflects the current minimum daily collected balance required
to obtain the applicable APY. Interest is compounded daily and paid monthly. The amount of interest earned is based on the daily collected balances in the account. Upon the expiration of the 12-month promotional period, standard
interest rates apply. Minimum to open a Platinum Savings account is $25. A monthly service fee of $12 applies in any month the account falls below a $3,500 minimum daily balance. Fees may reduce earnings. Interest rates are variable
and subject to change without notice. Wells Fargo may limit the amount you deposit to a Platinum Savings account to an aggregate of $1 million. Offer not available to Private Banking, Business Banking, Wholesale or Wealth customers.
2. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective for accounts opened between 10/15/2018 to 11/16/2018. The 11-month New Dollar CD special requires a minimum of $25,000 brought to Wells Fargo from sources outside of Wells Fargo
Bank N.A., or its affiliates to earn the advertised APY. Public Funds and Wholesale accounts are not eligible for this offer. APY assumes interest remains on deposit until maturity. Interest is compounded daily. Payment of interest on CDs
is based on term: For terms less than 12 months (365 days), interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or at maturity (the end of the term). For terms of 12 months or more, interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually,
or annually. A fee for early withdrawal will be imposed and could reduce earnings on this account. Special Rates are applicable to the initial term of the CD only. At maturity, the special rate CD will automatically renew for a term of 6
months, at the interest rate and APY in effect for CDs on renewal date not subject to a Special Rate, unless the Bank has notified you otherwise. APY shown offered at Wells Fargo Bank locations in CT, FL, NY and WA. Due to the new
money requirement, accounts may only be opened at your local branch. Wells Fargo reserves the right to modify or discontinue the offer at any time without notice. Offer cannot be: Combined with any other consumer deposit offer, or
reproduced, purchased, sold, transferred or traded. Minimum new money deposit requirement of at least $25,000 is for this offer only and cannot be transferred to another account to qualify for any other consumer deposit offer. If you
wish to take advantage of another consumer deposit offer requiring a minimum new money deposit, you will be required to do so with another new money deposit as stated in the offer requirements and qualifications. 3. The Portfolio by
Wells Fargo program has a $30 monthly service fee, which can be avoided when you have one of the following qualifying balances: $25,000 or more in qualifying linked bank deposit accounts (checking, savings, CDs, FDIC-insured IRAs)
or $50,000 or more in any combination of qualifying linked banking, brokerage (available through Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC) and credit balances (including 10% of mortgage balances, certain mortgages not eligible). If the Portfolio by
Wells Fargo relationship is terminated, the bonus interest rate on all eligible savings accounts, and discounts or fee waivers on other products and services, will discontinue and revert to the Bank’s then-current applicable rate or fee. For
bonus interest rates on time accounts, this change will occur upon renewal. If the Portfolio by Wells Fargo relationship is terminated, the remaining unlinked Wells Fargo Portfolio Checking or Wells Fargo Prime Checking account will be
converted to another checking product or closed.
Investment and Insurance Products:
Are not Insured by FDIC or any Federal Government Agency

May Lose Value

Are not a Deposits of or Guaranteed by a Bank

© 2018 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.
Deposit products offered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC.

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority to
host ‘Caring for the Caregivers’
community event
BY VERONICA BURGE
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Next Friday, Nov. 16, the
members of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc. Zeta
Upsilon Omega Chapter
will host its Caregivers’
Impact Day observance at
Empath Health.
The event, which
starts at 9:45 a.m., highlights support for the caregiver while serving as a

key international platform
for Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Incorporated.
In partnership with
Empath Health, the objective is to provide a day of
pampering for caregivers.
All caregivers residing in
the Pinellas County are
welcome to register by
Nov. 14 on Eventbrite.
About Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. is the oldest

Greek-letter organization
established in America by
black women and was
founded on Jan. 15, 1908,
at Howard University. Led
by International President
Dr. Glenda Glover the organization connects thousands of college-trained
women who give of themselves to support community service projects and
scholarship programs.
For more information,
visit zuochapter.org.

Fall camp registration is open
ST. PETERSBURG —
Make your child’s Thanksgiving break a fun one!
Join the St. Petersburg
Parks and Recreation Department from Nov. 19 –
21 from 7:30 –5:30 p.m. for
Fall Camp at one of the
recreation centers offering
childcare.
Kids will enjoy three
full days of games, sports,
arts and crafts, special
events and field trips.
Camp fee is $54 for the
three days. Fee assistance
is available. If your child is
already enrolled in our Before or After School Program, Fall Camp is
included at no additional
charge.
Our popular camp programs are designed to give
elementary and middle
school youth a fun, engaging and memorable experience while Pinellas County
Schools are out of session.
All seasonal camps provide
creative activities led by
trained coaches and staff.

There are indoor and outdoor rotating activities and
special events that are sure
to keep your children entertained.
To locate a center near
you, visit www.StPeteParksRec.org/centers.html.
For more information
about our seasonal camps
and out-of-school days,
contact the department at
727-893-7441
or
visit
www.StPeteParksRec.org/camps.
About St. Petersburg Parks and Recreation Department
The St. Petersburg

Parks and Recreation Department is nationally accredited
by
the
Commission for Accreditation of Park and Recreation Agencies, and with
17 recreation facilities,
nine swimming pools, over
150 parks and more than
70 athletic fields, the department makes it a mission to preserve and
enhance the city’s parklands and recreational facilities and engage the
community in leisure activities.
Visit www.StPeteParksRec.org to learn more.

Rosa Jackson’s annual
Thanksgiving Day dinner
ST. PETERSBURG —
The legacy of the late
Rosa Jackson continues
as her family hosts the
43rd annual Thanksgiving Day Dinner on Thursday, Nov. 22 at Campbell
Park Recreation Center,
601 14th St. S, St. Petersburg. The free homecooked dinner, with all
the trimmings, will be
served from 1 – 4 p.m.
Mrs. Jackson wanted
to provide a good
Thanksgiving dinner for
people who did not have
family or was having a
hard time in life.
Through the efforts of
Eloise Jones, her daughter and volunteers, the vi-

sion of the late Mrs. Jackson and her grandson,
Daryl Jones, Sr. (who led
the tradition until his
passing in 2013) lives on.

The public is cordially
invited to attend the
Thanksgiving Day dinner.

Nonprofit executive and
community leader joins Foundation
for a Healthy St. Petersburg

BE SURE TO
CHECK OUT
OUR ‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com

ST. PETERSBURG —
Carl R. Lavender, Jr., is
joining the staff of the
Foundation for a Healthy
St. Petersburg as senior
director of programs,
bringing more than
40 years of experience as
an accomplished nonprofit executive, effective
capacity-building consultant and engaged community leader.
In his role as senior director of programs,
Lavender will guide community investments including
grants,
partnerships and programs design, in alignment
with
the
Foundation’s mission of
health equity. He will also
play a key role in the community engagement work
leading up to the opening
of A Center for Social
Change, a 23,250 squarefoot renovated space in
south St. Petersburg.
The Center will serve
as a new resource for people and organizations in
Pinellas County to pursue
opportunities for positive
social change and address pressing local problems
that
impact
community health and
wellbeing.
Lavender has made a
notable career leading
non-profit organizations
and initiatives. During the
33 years he spent with the
Boys & Girls Clubs of
America, he raised millions of dollars and
served thousands of
youth and adults in
Columbus, Ohio, Chicago
and here in St. Pete.
His accomplishments

include working with basketball legend Michael
Jordan to open the James
R. Jordan Boys & Girls
Club in Chicago and
opening the first Boys &
Girls Club focused on the
arts, the Royal Theatre
Arts Academy Boys &
Girls Club in Midtown.
Prior to the Foundation, Lavender served as
managing officer for
Workforce Innovation &
Community
Strategy
at Pinellas Technical College. He has also worked
as a consultant to several
nonprofits and government organizations and
has been active on local
task forces and boards of
directors.
Lavender holds a
bachelor’s degree in Educational Leadership and
Administration from The
Ohio State University and
a master’s in Human
Services – Non-Profit Organizational Management
(cum laude) from Springfield College in Massachusetts.
“We are delighted to
welcome Carl to the
Foundation team,” said
President and CEO Randall H. Russell. “He is
strongly connected to,
and passionate about, this
community. His exceptional record as an innovator, along with his years of
experience helping nonprofits build capacity and
think and plan strategically, will enhance the
Foundation’s work at a
critical moment in our
young organization’s history.”
“The Foundation for a

Carl R. Lavender, Jr.
Healthy St. Petersburg is
a unique philanthropic
asset that can advance
strategic solutions for
those real challenges facing our communities,”
said Lavender. “For a nonprofit career professional
like myself, joining the
Foundation team and the
opportunity to serve its
health equity mission is a
professional and personal
dream come true.”
About the Foundation for a Healthy St.
Petersburg
The Foundation for a
Healthy St. Petersburg is
a private foundation
formed in 2013 following
the sale of the nonprofit
Bayfront Health St. Petersburg. It is the steward
of community assets dedicated to supporting
health equity in Pinellas
County.
The Foundation inspires and empowers people, ideas, information
exchange, organizations
and relationships to end
differences in health due
to social or structural disadvantages and improve
population health.
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
HEALTHY LIVING
NATURALLY
By Dr. Ramona Valentine

An effective and healthy weight
loss system
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
obesity is a serious concern because
it is associated with poorer mental
health outcomes, reduced quality of
life and the leading cause of death
worldwide including diabetes, heart
disease, stroke and some types of
cancer.
The good news is that no matter
what your weight loss goal is, even a
modest weight loss such as 5-10 percent of your total body weight, it is
likely to induce health benefits such
as improvements in blood pressure,
blood cholesterol and blood sugars.
An important point to note with
our system is that when you have
dropped, for example, 16 pounds, you
could be losing eight pounds of lean
body mass, four pounds of good fat
reserves and four pounds of abnormal fat.
By following our *specific program, you will lose weight safely and
rapidly from the areas that contain
stored fat, and you will not only lose
pounds but more importantly inches:
• Appetite Curb contains key
amino acids that help with appetite
control, carbohydrate or fat cravings
and mood. Chromium is present to
support healthy glucose metabolism
and support food intake regulation. 5Hydroxytryptophan (5-HTP) is a naturally
occurring
amino
acid
precursor to serotonin, which improves overall mood.
• Numerous studies confirmed
the safety and efficacy of 5-HTP in reducing appetite and food intake in
obese healthy and noninsulin-dependent diabetic individuals.
• Super Aloe addresses an issue
of universal importance: gastrointestinal (GI) health. It is designed to support GI regularity and complement
dietary fiber intake. GI regularity, in
turn, plays a fundamental role in
detoxification, providing a major
route for the elimination of toxins
and visceral fat.
• Vitamin B-12 is required for
proper red blood cell formation, neurological function and DNA synthesis. Vitamin B-12 will improve energy,
support cardiovascular function and
is vital during weight loss and beyond.
• Advance Plus™ combines
homeopathic “drainers” that support
detoxification of organs to avoid toxic

accumulation in the body. During
weight loss, the body “dumps” toxins
into the organs to flush from the
body. Advance Plus™ helps detoxify
the organs for healthier function and
strong metabolic performance.
• A recipe book that contains over
100 delicious and nutritious recipes
that go hand in hand with the VitaminMed Weight Loss System. Recipes
range from soups and salads to side
dishes, main dishes and desserts.
What makes this program and
these supplements different? Advanced supplementation that both
complement a diet and acts as a catalyst in getting you to your goal weight
much faster.
A step by step process to ensure
great results as well as an exit strategy to get you to your goal and KEEP
YOU THERE.
Our program builds a lifestyle
around good, healthy eating habits.
Eighty percent of your battle comes
from proper nutrition. We give you
the tools you need.
• NO surgery.
• NO prescription drugs or harmful hormones.
• NO pre-packaged foods.
• NO equipment to purchase.
*These statements have not been evaluated by
the Food and Drug Administration. These products
are not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent
any disease. Weight-loss results may vary. Always
consult your physician before making any dietary
changes or starting any nutrition, weight or exercise
program. Discontinue use if an allergic reaction occurs.

If you have any questions or need
help with weight loss you may contact
me at doctorvalentine@aslimmeryou.us
or (855) 771-SLIM (7546).
Dr. Valentine is a weight loss consultant, a health consultant and a chiropractor. You can reach her at
855-771-SLIM (7546) or stop by A
Slimmer You at 10300 49th St. N,
Suite 211. Log on to www.aslimmeryou.us for more information.

C ONNECT W ITH U S !
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Experts In Life-Changing Care
By LaShante Keys
Empath Health Community Partnership Specialist

A daughter’s gratitude for Hospice Care
November holds special feelings of thanks, giving, love and family. Did
you know this month also
marks the observance of
National Hospice and Palliative Care Month?
Suncoast Hospice, a
member
of
Empath
Health, is honored to care
for the Pinellas County
community for more than
41 years. As the only local
nonprofit hospice, they
are dedicated to providing
compassionate care and
comfort through every
journey with patients and
their families.
Care for parents
Millicent Battle, of St.
Petersburg, is thankful for
the Suncoast Hospice care
for her parents when they
were ill with lung cancer.
James Battle, a World War
II-era Army veteran, and

Jeannetta Battle were originally from South Carolina
and Georgia, respectively.
They moved to Florida
sometime around the 70s,
raised a family and retired
after longtime careers at
Bay Pines VA Healthcare
System. When their
health worsened, their
doctors referred them to
Suncoast Hospice.
“All of my life he (father) smoked. It was a
time when people could
smoke anywhere and my
mother was exposed to
second-hand
smoke,
which we now know is
deadly as well. My father
became ill first. They (hospice) were called in. I believe because of the care
my father received that
my mother was able to
feel comfortable having
that type of care herself,”

Battle shared.
She added that the
family benefited from the
option and support of Suncoast Hospice to help care
for her parents in their
home.
“I’m grateful that both
of them were at home because that was their
choice. It did them well
because there is more access at home and they
were able to accept in
friends, family members
and coworkers.”
Healthcare decision
making
As a young woman of
about 25 years old, Battle
and her siblings became
caregivers and decision
makers for their mother.
She explained, “She
was the caretaker of the
family and took care of my
father during his illness.

It’s hard when you are
used to being cared for
and then becoming a caretaker. There were six of us
kids who had to collectively make decisions. She
would tell one person one
thing and another person
another thing. The importance of having a living
will or that one key person
to speak and make those
decisions is imperative.”
Guidance and relief
The
care
team
smoothly
coordinated
services and made things
easier for the family.
“There were four of us
in the area and we would
try to go and take care of
my mother. I remember
the equipment. I remember her having the things
that she needed during
that time. That was very
seamless. They worked

well together. Things
were taken care of. It was
a comfort. It’s like they
stepped in to lead us
through a difficult time
and process,” Battle said.
The team’s expertise
and instruction were a
great support.
She noted, “I remember them (team) being
able to come in and teach.
Doctors prescribed the
medications but they gave
that reinforcement of the
medications, what they
were for and how to dispense them. It felt like I
was more knowledgeable
and comfortable providing the care.”
Their
caring
demeanor brought added
comfort.
“I remember their loving spirit. At a difficult and
stressful time, they were

patent.
The patent number,
6630507, states the U.S.
government has “exclusive rights on the use of
cannabinoids for treating
neurological
diseases
such as Alzheimer’s,
Parkinson’s and stroke,
and diseases caused by
oxidative stress, such as
heart attack, Crohn’s disease, diabetes and arthritis.”
The patent is not new;
in fact, it was applied for in
1999 and granted in 2003
to the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services. There is still much
more research that needs
to be conducted.
The endocannabinoid
system consists of many
cannabinoid receptors,
and a large portion of
these are found in the
skin.
Molecules
in
cannabis such as THC and
CBD interact with this system to create positive effects.

One study in the
“British Journal of Pharmacology” found that phytocannabinoids,
particularly CBD, can control cell proliferation and
differentiation. The FDA,
however, does not allow
CBD sellers to make
claims about its benefits.
Conditions CBD oil
has helped with:
• Topical use for skin
conditions: Acne, psoriasis, eczema and dermatitis
• Orally for pain relief
• Reduces vomiting
and nausea (some have
used it with chemotherapy
to benefit)
• Suppresses muscle
spasms
• Reduces seizures
and convulsions
• Promotes brain tissue and bone growth
• Lowers blood sugar
levels
• Slows or kills bacterial growth
• Reduces anxiety
• Reduces nicotine

cravings
• Aids in digestion
• Anti-psychotic.
How much should I
take?
This is probably the
most common question
and perhaps the most difficult to answer. CBD interacts
with
our
cannabinoid
system,
which means how we interact with CBD individually depends on our
tolerance as well as our immunity.
Therefore, one dose
may work for one person
and not the other. Surprisingly, it has nothing to do
with weight, but once
again our system. This is
why I recommend starting
low and slow until you
achieve the results you are
looking for with the oil.
Which brand do you
recommend?
The
VitaminMed
brand because it has
500mg of cannabinoids in
each bottle. It is 80 percent

people coming together
and requesting the pastor
to stay,” said Rev. Sykes.
“Usually you’ll have individuals who will come to
you, but the way they did
it was totally unexpected.
They didn’t see me in the
same light that I saw myself.”
Pastor Sykes had trouble seeing what an awesome leader he was or his
ability to please his congregation. One valued
quality to look for in a
good leader is the ability
to be flexible. Pastor
Sykes
realized
his
method of teaching conflicted with the learning
style of his congregation
and set out to do some-

thing about it.
“I realized I was verbal
in delivering the word,
and Bethel was more visual,” he said, revealing
that he had to rework his
delivery.
“That gave me a new
determination to develop
a way of speaking to the
congregation in a way
that they could tangibly
understand because if I’m
verbal and I don’t show
them with visual language, then there’s too
much room for error.”
Pastor Sykes stated
that under his leadership
in the next five years, he
would like to “burn the
mortgage, expand the
church, including a sen-

ior citizen living facility,
and to recondition and
add on to the school.”
“As you build the
physical church in its
beauty and its size, you
do the same thing for its
people. We’re building a

Millicent Battle
able to bring a calmness. I
remember my father
being more comforted
when they came in, stayed
to do what was needed or
talked with the doctor to
get something resolved. I
remember gratefulness
for them. I will probably
hold that in my heart for
the rest of my life and
want to be able to give
back for what I received,”
she said.
Suncoast Hospice is
here for you and your family. Visit SuncoastHospice.org or call (727)
467-7423 to learn more
about services.

HEALTHY LIVING
NATURALLY
By Dr. Ramona Valentine

CBD oil and its benefits
By now you’ve heard
about Cannabidiol (CBD)
oil. There are a lot of
places advertising the sale
of it, and it’s been taking
the healthcare industry by
a storm, gaining in popularity daily because of its
magnitude of benefits.
Many CBD oils are
made from high CBD,
zero THC medicinal
hemp. CBD is just one of
more than 80 cannabinoids presently identified
in the cannabis plant and is
the second most abundant
cannabinoid in marijuana
after THC.
In medicinal hemp,
CBD dominates the
plant’s makeup. It interacts
with our naturally occurring systems, but it doesn’t
cause a high. This makes
it a safer, less controversial
alternative while still offering significant health benefits.
CBD oil is also significantly different than the
hemp seeds or organic

hemp oil you commonly
find in grocery stores. Derived only from hemp
seeds, hemp seed oil is an
excellent nutritional supplement, containing many
vitamins and minerals and
other healthy constituents,
but it does not contain
CBD, which has the most
medicinal benefit.
Many studies are
demonstrating how this oil
is naturally assisting in the
healing process of many
health conditions and offering other benefits such
as pain relief and overall
wellbeing. It can be used
topically or taken orally depending on the benefits
you are seeking.
You can put just a few
drops on your tongue or
put it your food or drink.
CBD oil is not government
approved, and all vendors
must have a disclaimer;
however, even the government believes CBD has
healing properties, so
much so that they own the

pure as opposed to some
others that are much less
pure. It has zero THC, is
non-GMO and organic.
This brand of CBD oil
is grown and produced in
the United States. It is also
CO2 extracted to provide
a gentle approach to produce the highest quality
hemp oils and extracts.
If you are ready to try
this new approach, you
may have to get your holistic health care provider to
order it for you. If you have
any problem getting it or
need help with ordering it,
please email me at doctorvalentine@aslimmeryou.u
s.
Dr. Valentine is a
weight loss consultant, a
health consultant and a
chiropractor. You can
reach her at 855-771-SLIM
(7546) or stop by A Slimmer You at 10300 49th St.
N, Suite 211. Log on to
www.aslimmeryou.us for
more information.

Can’t retire just yet
From BETHEL, front page

the church received modernistic pews and an
organ. A parsonage was
built, and an 84-unit low
rent housing project was
constructed. Davis retired
in 1984, and the Enoch
Davis Center was named
in his honor a few years
before his death in 1985.
From 1984 to 1993,
four ministers served as
church leaders: Rev. Gregory Wallace (pastorate
1984-85), Rev. Walter
Williams (1985-86), Rev.
Howard W. Jones (pastorate 1986-1991) and
Rev. A. Roger Williams
(interim pastor 19911993).
In 1993, Rev. Manuel L.
Sykes took over as spiritual

leader of Bethel Community. In 1995, the church
closed on nearly 25 acres
of land of 54th Avenue
South. A new edifice and
school were erected
shortly thereafter.
After twenty-five years
as the pastor of one of the
largest historic black
churches in St. Pete, Pastor Sykes contemplated
retiring but has agreed to
remain for another five
years.
“Having the heart for
the people, the congregation and feeling the support of most of them, you
know that encourages
you to stay,” said Pastor
Sykes.
“I’ve never heard of a

people as well as a church
with an openness for diversity, a culture of inclusion and concern for one
another,” he finished.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

YOUR

CHURCH AD
COULD
BE HERE

Call: 727-896-2922

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!
Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
Rejoice in the Lord always: and again, I say, Rejoice!
St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, Pastor Brian
K. Brown and members give
thanks to God for His continual mercy, grace and abundant blessings!
Early morning worship’s
message was delivered by
Minister Anthony Miffin.
The scripture was Ezekiel
37:1-10 and the subject
‘Thank God I Don’t Look
Like What I’ve Been
Through’. Minister Miffin
helped us to know that the
reasons we don’t look like
what we’ve been through are
because (1) We Have the
Presence of God; (2) Because of the Power of God
and (3) Because of God’s
Promise. As God was with
Ezekiel in the valley of dry
bones (His Presence), He’s
with us no matter the situation. God is omnipotent. As
God caused the dry bones to
come together (His Power),
He can strengthen us to go
on. As God said that the dry
bones would live (His Promise), we know that God is a
promise keeper and His
promises are guaranteed.
At the 10:45 a.m. service
Pastor Brown brought the

word from Exodus 3:1-12.
He spoke from this thought:
‘When the Superior Meets
the Inferior’. In the message
he us know that God, of
course, is the superior and
that Moses represents us,
the inferior. From the points
in the sermon we learned:
When we’re in the presence
of the Superior we must
‘Loose Something to the
Greater’. Just as Moses had
to recognize that he was in
the presence of God at the
burning bush, we must
come down, recognize God
and give Him all the glory.
Secondly, ‘We Must Learn
More from the Greater’.
Moses knew some things because of what his mother
taught him, but just like
Moses, we too we must be
introduced to God for ourselves and know that He
reigns superior to all.
Thirdly, ‘We Must Be Led
Daily by the Greater’. God
directed Moses to go forward, He did not wait on
Moses but sent him back to
Pharaoh. God wants to direct our lives daily, to tell us
where to go, when to go and
how to go. Finally, ‘We Must
Labor Globally for the
Greater’.
God wanted
Moses to be the liberator of

Pastor’s Corner
the people of Israel. God
wanted them liberated, as he
does us, so that they and we
can live up to the level of
who they were and who we
are as God’s people. Please
join us on Sundays for the
full word.
Upcoming meetings for
the week:
General
Mission – November 10 @
9:30 a.m.
Brotherhood – November 12 @ 7:00 p.m.
Usher Board #1 – November 13 @ 6:30 p.m.
Unity Choir – November
13 & 15 @ 7:00 p.m.
As we enter the Season
called ‘Thanksgiving’ let us
remember that every day
God gives us is a day to give
thanks and count our blessings because God has been
and is good to us!
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official
Boarding Pass. Where, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and First Lady Teresa L.
Evans (have a heart for the
people), the Official Family and
Members welcome you aboard
the SS Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church (The Ship), we
trust that your time with us,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting with
our Bread of Life Ministry at
11:00 am, followed by Wednesday in the Word (the Learning
Arm of our church) at 12:00
noon and again at 7:00 pm. We
drop our Anchor until Sundays,
where we set sail again with
our Early Morning Worship
Service at 7:45 am, Church
Sunday School (the Teaching
Arm of our faith) begins at 9:30
pm and finally our Mid-Morning Worship Service at 10:45
am. All are Welcomed to use
this Boarding Pass to experience the “It’s just nice to be
nice” church. Don't sit out
church, God has Blessed us to
much, we owe Him at least a
Thank You.
“The Ship” won't sail without You! For additional information on any of the
announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712 - Church Office: (727)
906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
-

NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit
us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church and WCBDA Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
Transportation is available
- Call the Church at (727) 9068300 – Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
A man after God’s own
heart month at the Ship.
CHURCH SCHEDULED
EVENT
Every Monday in the
month of November at 7 pm,
21/41 Pastor's and First Family
Appreciation
Celebration,
Prayer and Planning Meeting,
all interested members are encouraged to attend. Dea.
Arthur Reese, Honorary Chair,
Elder Keith and Sister Carolyn
Riggins Chairs of the PASTOR'S SUPPORT MINISTRY
(WHOSOEVER WILL, LET
THEM COME) Committee.
STOP BY THE 21/41 INFORMATION TABLE FOR ALL
OTHER
DETAILS
OF
EVENTS.
21/41 CELEBRATION AT
A GLANCE Theme: A WILLING SHEPHERD ISA MAN
AFTER GOD'S OWN HEART.
Scripture: JEREMIAH 3:15 And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which
shall feed you with knowledge
and understanding.
NOVEMBER 10, A Day
Out with the Pastor, All men
are to see Bro. Bobby Robinson or Dea. Leon Dunbar.
NOVEMBER 11, AT 4 PM
– KICKOFF Guest Choir:

Greater Mt. Zion AME
Church, Rev. Clarence A.
Williams, Pastor.
NOVEMBER 16, 7 – 11
PM
“BLACK AND WHITE
GALA”, 2480 East Bay Drive,
Suite 10, Largo, FL. Ticket Donation: $40.00 per person
NOVEMBER 18, CULMINATION
7:45 AM – Dr. Alphonso
Jackson, Pastor of Second Baptist Church
10:45 AM – Dr. Gaston
Smith, Pastor of Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church
THE MIAMI CONNECTION
WEST COAST NEWS:
West Coast Baptist District
Association Annual Session
dates are from November 7-9,
2018, to be hosted by Bethel
Metropolitan Baptist Church,
Dr. Rickey L. Houston, Host
Pastor, 3455 26th Avenue
South, St. Petersburg, Florida.
Thursday, Nov. 8, at 7 pm –
THE MODERATOR’S HOUR.
Pastor Evans is asking for the
Adult Mass Choir, Male Chorus and the Adult Teens to render the Musical Offerings, also
the 1st Sunday Ushers and
Nurses Ministries are asked to
serve, Pastor is looking for a
Blessing of the Ship’s Members to be in attendance. Friday, November 9, 2018, start
your morning at 10:00 am, with
the Women’s Ministry, featuring the President’s Hour, and
followed by be the Laymen’s
Ministry which will feature the
President’s Hour.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Deliverance from your Demons
Mark 5:1-20
We all have had a demon or two.
Demons are negative thoughts, limiting
beliefs, erroneous ideas, self-defeated
words and unhealthy actions that need to
be cast out. The man in the text had a legion of demons. He was experiencing
mental and spiritual trauma that manifested itself in physical ways such as:
voice alterations, cutting, nudity, unusual
strength and fits of rage. His family members, friends and people of the community did not know how to handle him so
he was isolated to graveyard living. He
needed deliverance.
Deliverance is when God snatches us
out of situations that we can’t handle on
our own. Sometimes we are so deep in
circumstances and addictions (sex,
drugs, food, gambling, shopping, cigarettes, etc.) that we need divine intervention. God has given us (human beings)
authority and power on the earth; how-

ever, when we have exhausted all possible human resources, it’s time for deliverance. Jesus spoke to the demons
(personified negativity) that were oppressing and possessing the young man
and performed an exorcism. There was
a manifestation of deliverance. The man’s
life was redeemed, “he was clothed and
in his right mind.”
No matter what our predicament or
what is holding us bound, through the
power of the Holy Spirit, the authority
that is in the name of Christ Jesus and
the principles of the Word of God, we can
experience deliverance. It is important
that we share this good news with everyone we know who might be bound. The
truth is that we are all called to live a life
of freedom. God is able to deliver us
from any bondage. “He brought me up
also out of a horrible pit, out of the miry
clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings (Psalm 40:2).”

New Faith Free Methodist Church
New Faith Free Methodist Church would like to invite the
community out to their Fall Revival featuring Evangelist Dr.
Doral Pulley of Unity Temple of Truth of St. Petersburg.
Services will be held Nov. 14-16 each night at 7 p.m. at New
Faith Free Methodist Church, 2427 Irving Avenue South, St.
Pete where Rev. Curtiss L. Long is the senior pastor.
Come hear great preaching and gospel singing. The public
is invited.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
50 years of changing lives
From POC, front page

poverty throughout Pinellas County,” he said.
Over the years, POC
established several other
organization and programs
that helped address the
needs of low-income and
elderly residents in Pinellas including Pinellas
County Urban League
(PCUL), the Mobile Geriatric Dental Unit, POC
Dental Clinic, Jamestown
and Tarpon Springs Day
Care Centers, St. Petersburg Economic Development Corporation and
Legal Services for the Elderly, now Gulfcoast Legal
Services, Inc.
Commissioner Kenneth Welch, chairman,
Pinellas Board of County
Commissioners is a huge
supporter of the agency.
He believes that unless
there is an opportunity for
everyone, the community
cannot move forward.
“And that’s what the
Pinellas
Opportunity
Council is about,” he said.
“If we want to move forward as a city, as a county
and as a community, that
opportunity and that hope
have to exist for everyone.”
Current programs in
place include Emergency
Financial Assistance, Family Self-Sufficiency, Survival Skills for Women,
Rent/Mortgage
Assistance, Individual Development Accounts, Small
Business Startup, Getting
Ahead and Staying Ahead
and the ever popular Youth
Development program.
There to give a testimonial on the 39-year-old
Youth Development Program was Te’re Cum-

mings, who is a 10th
grader at St. Pete High
School. She enrolled in the
six-week program over the
summer and was able to
receive pre-employment
job skills training and onthe-job work experience.
Te’re worked for St. Petersburg College as a student assistant in the
advisory
office.
She
thanked POC for “an opportunity of a lifetime.”
The program is available to 14-17-year-olds with
at grade point average of
2.5 or higher.
Thir ty-one-year-old
single mother of two
daughters Farren Davis’
life turned upside when
the POC was able to help
her out of a life-altering
situation.
An
employee
at
Bayfront Hospital and a
full-time student in the
LPN course at Pinellas
Technical College, Davis
didn’t pay much attention
to her instructor when she
informed the class that a
representative from POC
would be stopping by to
give them information on
how to get their state
board exams paid for.
She figured she could
pay the fee herself; however, within a couple of
days, she lost her job. With
help from the POC, she
was able to pay for her
exam, which she passed
on the first try, and she is
now a substance abuse
nurse making more than
$3,000 a month.
“There is help out
there for single mothers
like me who just want to do
better in life,” Davis said,
adding that she planning

on going back to school to
become a registered nurse
and eventually an anesthesiologist.
There have been thousands of stories just like
Te’re’s and Davis’ over the
last 50 years.
Every year the POC
honors an organization
that has been instrumental
in helping a program address a service need in
Pinellas. This year the
Community Action Partnership Award went to
United Way Suncoast.
Moved by Te’re’s and
Davis’ stories, Emery
Ivory, Tampa Bay president of the United Way
Suncoast said hearing testimonies such as theirs
motivates the organization
and reinforces their commitment to POC.
The President’s Award
for Community Leadership
goes every year to a person or group who is visible
in the community and has
made a significant impact
on the lives of others
through direct work, advocacy, philanthropy or by
others means in areas that
are of particular interest to
the POC.
Senator Darryl Rouson
was there to present his
good friend Gwendolyn
Reese with this coveted
award.
“It’s the level of commitment, the level of love,
the level of dedication and
desire that she has to
make her community
stronger and for change,”
Rouson said, adding that
she was being honored for
her bold leadership and
her love for the community.

Jean Davies was recognized for
being at the inception of POC.

L to R, Joyce Robinson
and Farren Davis

Carolyn King and Emery Ivory,
Tampa Bay president
of the United Way Suncoast

Fox 13 anchor Kelly Ring
was the mistress of ceremonies.

ǯ
let your child grow in faith, love, confidence and independence
950 20th S Ave St Petersburg Fl 33712
(727) 894 1612
Deborah Wilson, Director
License# C000362

Why us:
¾ Open from
r
7:00am to 5:30pm
pm (Full
Time and Part Time)
¾ School age before and after care
(KȂ5th)
Healthy breakfast, lunch and snacks
¾ Experienced and nurturing staff
¾ Accepting ELC School Readiness
¾ Religious education
¾ Creative activities and educational
games
¾ Homework assistance
¾ Parent involvement
¾ Theme based programs

Full Time Weekly Rates: (Monday-Friday 7am Ȃ
5:30pm)

Sibling discount
offered/
registration fee:
$25.00

2 Year Olds:

$1
$135

3 Year Olds:

$1
$130

4-5 Year Olds:

$1
$125

Before and Affter schoolers:

$
$75

School age (summer camp)

$100

Reese’s biography is
the size of a small novel. To
name a few of her highlights, she serves as a consultant with Johns Hopkins
All Children’s Hospital’s
Healthy Start Federal Program and up until July, she
served as the social justice
coordinator for the Alabama Institute of Social Justice in Montgomery, Ala.
She’s on the Community Preservation & Planning Commission and the
PCUL’s Education Council;
she is the president of the
African American Heritage
Association of St. Petersburg and a columnist for
The Weekly Challenger.
“Do you know how
challenging it is for organizations who primarily serve
our communities to exists,
to continue for 50 years? Do
you know how difficult it is
to get the funding needed
to provide the muchneeded services, and POC
has been doing this for 50
years,” Reese, who is the

president and CEO of
Peaten Reese Peaten Consulting, Inc., said.
She went on to talk
about former Executive Director, the late John Hopkins, Sr.
“He stood at the helm
of this organization for almost 20 years after spending more than 40 years as
an educator in Pinellas
County,” she said. “As
much as he was an educator and an outstanding
leader, he was also a visionary and a pioneer.”
During his career as an
educator, Reese said, he
worked with educator,
stateswoman, philanthropist, humanitarian and civil
rights activist Dr. Mary
McLeod Bethune and educator and local legend
Olive B. McLin in organizing the Florida State
Teacher’s Association.
During his time as executive director of POC, he
helped to establish what is
now the Pinellas County

Mayor Rick Kriseman

Te’re Cummings and
Frances Cato

Urban League, the St. Petersburg Economic Development Corporation and
POC’s Federal Credit
Union.
“It is in the visionary and
pioneering spirit of John
Hopkins, Sr. and the POC
that I so humbly accept this
award,” said Reese.
Hopkins, Sr. served as
the executive director until
he died in1992 and was replaced by Fred Zecker,
who served as deputy director under Hopkins.
“I always referred to
them as ‘Frick and Frack’
because they were a
team,” said King, who took
over from Zecker in 2012.
During the 2017 fiscal
year, POC provided services to more than 6,800
clients in need throughout
Pinellas County.
“Thank you Pinellas
Opportunity Council for
standing strong for 50
years, and may you continue for 50 more,” concluded Reese.

Commissioner Kenneth Welch,
chairman, Pinellas Board of County
Commissioners

Gwen Reese

